The cultivation and characterization of a cell line derived from the foreskin of a fetal, rhesus monkey (rhfs2) are described. This cell line has proven satisfactory for isolation and assay of a variety of viral agents of human and simian origin. Virus titrations performed on foreskin cells yielded titers comparable to, or higher than, those obtained in rhesus monkey kidney cells (LLC-MK2). Replicate isolation attempts in our laboratory from simian clinical specimens have proven rhfs2 superior to LLC-MK2 for ease of detection and frequency of isolation.
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The use of simian-derived cell cultures as a basic research tool in virus studies has long been recognized (5) , but the inherent problem of endogenous viral contamination in tissues of simian origin is also well documented (1, 5, 10). Predisposing factors, such as source of animals, method of shipment, as well as quarantine and conditioning procedures, influence the degree of contamination by adventitious agents in subsequent cultures. Because restricted contact of animals with each other and with man seems to minimize the incidence of endogenous virus isolates (3), fetal tissue from laboratorybred animals may be an optimal source of noncontaminated culture material. In this paper, we describe the establishment of three cell lines (rhfsl, rhfs2, and rhfs3) from individual fetal, rhesus monkeys which are a product of our controlled breeding program (11 Cell cultures were inoculated with 0.1 ml/tube, four tubes per virus dilution, and observed daily for 7 days for appearance of cytopathic effects (CPE). The titers of the viruses were computed according to the method of Reed and Muench (9) .
Virus isolation. Washings from oral and anal swabs were inoculated onto LLC-MK2 and rhfs2 by the method previously described (6). Cultures were observed for CPE and passaged weekly or until CPE was demonstrated. Virus titrations. To show that the rhfs2 could serve as an assay tool for quantitative determinations such as infectivity, duplicate virus titrations were performed in rhfs2 and LLC-MK2. A common virus dilution scheme was employed to insure standardization of inocula. The results of this determination (Table 2) showed that equivalent titers were obtained in both rhfs2 and LLC-MK2 for poliovirus type 1, simian virus 11 (SV-11), and vaccinia virus. Vesicular stomatitis virus, SV-33, SV-15, and mumps virus titered approximately 1 log higher in rhfs2. In addition, both SA-8 and SV-5 replicated in the rfhs2 but not in LLC-MK2.
Virus isolation. The rhfs2 cell line was employed during the course of a respiratory disease outbreak in one section of our simian colony in which the suspected etiologic agent was viral. Oral throat swabs were collected from 16 animals showing clinical signs; from these, 14 isolations were made. Several of these Although these results show only a slightly higher isolation efficiency for the rhfs2, the ease of observation and sharp delineation between positive and negative cultures make it the more desirable cell line for isolation studies.
DISCUSSION
These results have demonstrated the rhfs2 line to be as susceptible as the long-established LLC-MK2 to some of the more common and easily propagated viruses, and superior as an isolation and assay tool for the more fastidious agents. In our laboratory, this cell line has proven invaluable as an indicator system for the M-PMV, a virus which previously had not demonstrated CPE in vitro (2) .
The rhfs2 has maintained its original fibroblastic morphology through the 80th passage level. This feature has enabled us easily to maintain a long-term culture system for isolation studies. Furthermore, end-point determinations were facilitated because of the sharp contrast between infected and noninfected cul- 
